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Multimedia Report

Primary sources A, B, C, and
D offer information about the
income gap in Latin America.
Use these resources along
with your own research to
prepare a multimedia report.
The report should define the
income gap, personalize it with
accounts from the very poor,
and identifiy possible solutions.

Suggested Steps
1. Research possible solutions or

initiatives to deal with the income gap
in Latin America.

2. Use video, audio, online, and print
resources to research your topic.

3. Think about the following questions
during your research: 
• What are the roots of the income

gap?
• How does the income gap hinder

the participation of the poor in
national economies?

• What are some possible solutions to
the problem?

4. Create charts and graphs and use
videotapes, audio CDs, and other
electronic media to make your report
clear and convincing.

5. Prepare a brief talk to introduce and
explain your topic.

Materials and Supplies
• Reference books, newspapers, and

magazines
• Computer with Internet access
• Printer
• VCR and television
• CD player

PRIMARY SOURCE A

Graph This pie graph shows income
distribution in Latin America. The gap
was wider at the end of the 1990s than at
the end of the 1970s.

PRIMARY SOURCE B

Cable News Story For the homeless children of Rio de
Janeiro,the income gap is more than just an economic
hardship. It is a matter of life and death, as detailed in this
report filed by CNN correspondent Marina Marabella.

SOURCE: UNICEF, State of
the World's Children, 1999

Income Distribution in Latin America
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Poorest 40 percent of 
the population has only 
8 percent of the income.

The middle 40 percent 
of the population has 30 
percent of the income.

The wealthiest 20 
percent controls 62 
percent of the income.
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April 29, 1996—Four men, including three police
officers, went on trial in Rio Monday for the 1993
slaying of eight street children. The murder, the worst
massacre of children on record in Brazil, took place
outside Candelaria Cathedral in the city center. . . .

Of all the dangers faced by Rio’s homeless children,
the one they fear the most is being murdered by death
squads while they sleep. “When we can, we sleep during
the day,” said Ricardo, 13. “It’s too risky at night.”. . .

Yvonne Bezerra de Mello has spent years helping
Brazil’s estimated 2,000 to 3,000 street children. “Until
now, no policemen were ever convicted for killing
street kids. This is a very good step for Brazilian
justice,” she said.

She and other human rights activists say the death
squads that murder Brazil’s homeless children are
hired by shopkeepers and others to get rid of those
suspected of stealing. . . .

[O]fficial police estimates say about 500 of Rio’s
homeless children are murdered each year.
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Rain Forest Resources
How can we preserve and develop the rain forest?

Main Ideas
• Special-interest groups make

competing demands on the
resources of the rain forest.

• As the rain forests are
destroyed, the quality of life
on earth is threatened.

Places & Terms
biodiversity

deforestation

global warming

debt–for–nature swap
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A HUMAN PERSPECTIVE In 1997, biologist Marc van Roosmalen
made an incredible discovery. An Amazonian Indian had brought the
biologist a tiny monkey huddled inside a tin can. Van Roosmalen real-
ized that the monkey was a kind of pygmy marmoset never before seen
by scientists. Over the next three years,Van Roosmalen and his col-
leagues located the native region of this creature and along the way
observed plants and animals unknown to science. These scientists had
confirmed the richness of plant and animal life in the Amazon rain for-
est of Brazil. But for other people,the forest (once cleared) holds the
promise of something more land for farming and timber for sale.

Rain Forest Land Uses
The rain forest is an important
global resource. Its vegetation
helps to clean the earth s atmos-
phere,regulate the climate,and
shelter several million species 
of plants, insects, and other
wildlife. Scientists have just
begun to investigate and under-
stand the rain forest s
biodiversity its wide range of
plant and animal species. And
yet, this variety of life is being
destroyed at a rapid rate. At the
end of the 20th century,nearly
50 million acres of rain forest
worldwide were being destroyed
every year.

CLEARING THE RAIN FORESTS
The world s demand for timber is
great. The Amazon rain forest
contains tropical hardwoods,
such as mahogany and cedar,
that are harvested for export by
the timber industry. 
Native peoples,living in poverty,travel into the rain forest in search

of land on which they can grow crops. They clear the forest, not realiz-
ing that the soil is not very fertile. Also,cutting down the trees exposes
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pollution from cars and factories. Some cities have shortages of drinkable
water as local supplies are used up and underwater supplies are drained.
To make matters worse,local governments cannot afford facilities to

handle the population increase. This infrastructure includes such things
as sewers,transportation, electricity,and housing. 

Tourism: Positive and Negative Impacts
Tourism is a growth industry throughout Latin America. It is especially
important in Mexico and the Caribbean. But despite the money it
brings in to the economies of the region, tourism is a mixed blessing. 

ADVANTAGES OF TOURISM Every year millions of tourists visit the
resorts of Latin America, spending money and helping to create jobs.
New hotels,restaurants,boutiques,and other businesses have sprung
up on the islands of the Caribbean and in Mexico to serve the tourist
trade. Luxurious cruise ships anchor in the ports of the region. They
carry travelers who spend money on souvenirs and trips around the
islands. Lavish restaurants serve expensive meals to these tourists.
Staffing those ships,hotels,and restaurants are local people who profit
from the visitors in their midst.
Resorts offer many activities that provide jobs for local residents. For

example,local guides conduct tours of the natural wonders and beauti-
ful scenery. Local companies may offer guided rafting trips down rivers.
Sailing and snorkeling expeditions into the waters of the Caribbean and
Pacific reveal exotic marine life. All of these activities bring money into
the region and employ local people. 

PLACE Pedestrians
crowd a street during 
a festival in Buenos
Aires, Argentina. 

 Growth of Cities, 1968–2000

SOURCE: The Times Atlas of the World
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